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Adams class ship USS Essex (IX-10) was designed and constructed by premier North 
American shipwright Donald McKay. Her keel was laid down in 1874 and she was 
launched in 1876. She was a three-decked wooden screw steamer sloop-of-war with 
auxiliary sail (bark-rigged). She was 185 feet long, 35 feet in the beam, had a 14.25-foot 
draft, and was 1,375 tons. When commissioned, she carried six big guns, all muzzle 
loaders: one XI-inch and four IX-inch Dahlgren Naval Artillery guns, and one 60-pound 
Parrott Rifle The ship’s armory carried dozens of small arms including rifles, pistols, 
revolvers, and cutlasses. Further, she carried a six auxiliary boats including a launch, 
two cutters, a whale boat, one gig, and a dinghy. The combinations of guns and 
watercraft carried on board USS Essex could change from log book to log book. She 
served with the US Navy in active duty and as a training ship with the Ohio Naval Militia, 
the Illinois Naval Militia, and the Minnesota Naval Militia. She was intentionally burned 
on Minnesota Point in Lake Superior at Duluth in 1931. Her Minnesota Archaeological 
Site Number is 21-SL-1030 and she is a National Register of Historic Places Property. 

Maritime Heritage Minnesota digitized the 62 known USS Essex log books held at the 
National Archives in Washington, DC, and at the US Naval Academy in Annapolis in 
2010. The log books consist of the daily activities on board the Essex as recorded by 
deck officers on duty. Those deck notes were then transcribed to be the official log of 
the Essex that were sent to the Navy Department in Washington, DC, where they were 
bound into their current book form. At the beginning of most log books, there are: a title 
page, two list of officers pages, a crew complement page (listing the crew by rank and 
job), an armaments page (list of the different large guns, boats, and small arms), and 
two pages of compass observations. Not all log books contain these pages and some 
include additional information, including a plan and section of the Essex in Log Books 8 
and 9 and four pages of directions on how to fill out log pages in Log Book 21. 
Sometimes two transcribed versions of log pages were sent to the Navy Department 
and duplicate books were produced. However, sometimes the duplicate books were not 
bound with exactly the same pages, so some books overlap each other in date. Also, 
some log book pages have writing too close to its spine edge and after binding, some 
words and numbers were ‘lost’ in the spine if the binding remained tight over the 
decades. Further, it must be kept in mind that the names of ships, both American and 
foreign, as well as geographical locations usually expressed in different languages will 
have variations in spelling. With this in mind, the deck officers of the Essex, when 
writing the log pages, may misunderstand what the actual name of a ship or 
geographical marker actually is and their handwriting may present challenges or be 
nearly illegible. The digitization and editing of the USS Essex log books were made 
possible with funding provided by the Minnesota Historical and Cultural Heritage Grant 
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program, part of the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund of the Clean Water, Land and 
Legacy Amendment. 

Log Book 26 of the USS Essex: January 1, 1889-May 11, 1889 

The National Archives houses USS Essex Log Book 26. Throughout Log Book 26, 
comments were made on: 

๏ sail adjustments with sail type and action specified 
๏ banking of boiler fires in order to put the ship on stand-by for immediate use 
๏ coupling and uncoupling the propellor when the ship was shifting from steam to sail 

and vice-versa 
๏ when under steam the different watches record the average steam boiler pressure 

and engine revolutions 
๏ lowering of smokestack and proceeded under sail and vice-versa when the Essex 

was underway 
๏ when anchored nearly every watch described the state of the anchor cables: 

crossed (‘cross in hawse, stbd chain on top’ or ‘Elbow in hawse’) and often will 
mention ‘clearing the hawse’ (the crossed anchor cables were uncrossed) 

๏ casting deep sea lead for soundings 
๏ swinging the ship to test for compass deviation 
๏ patent log readings 
๏ water distillation using the ship’s boilers to produce freshwater and refilling the 

freshwater tanks 
๏ coaling of the ship 
๏ weather recording: temperature, wind speed and direction, barometer readings, 

state of the sea 
๏ recording the ship’s behavior (heavy rolling or pitching) 
๏ crew conducting ship maintenance: engine maintenance/repair, boiler maintenance/

repair, general ship cleaning, bilge cleaning and checking pumps, scraping and 
painting - and sometimes tarring and caulking - the ship’s hull and infrastructure, 
rigging repair/replacement, repairing sails, steam cutter maintenance/repair 

๏ crew conducting drills: target practice with the main battery (great guns), floating 
target practice, boat drills - all hands called to arms and away all boats for naval 
tactics under sail and oars, general quarters drills, small arms drills, fire drills, watch 
signal drills 

๏ receiving fresh water from shore through pumps or lighter 
๏ receiving provisions and stores: food, medical supplies, clothing, engineering gear, 

construction 
๏ Quarterly Board of Survey’s findings of condemned articles on board (food, 

equipment) and their fate (food was usually tossed overboard) from the inventories 
of the different ship’s departments (Ordnance, Engineering, Navigation, Equipment, 
Medical, Pay) 

๏ crew quarters inspection 
๏ liberty parties sent ashore 
๏ crew members are discharged at their own request (DOR) 
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๏ lists of new crew members - recruits or transfers from other ships- taken on board 
during a cruise 

๏ crew transfers to other ships 
๏ crew members in solitary confinement or other punishments for various infractions, 

AWOL crew, general and summary court martial proceedings, AWOL crew put in 
irons 

๏ rewards offered for the return of AWOL crewmen 
๏ weekly Sunday services; after the services, once a month, the Articles for Better 

Government of the Navy were read to the crew 

NOTE: The Essex deck officers who recorded the daily happenings on the ship 
often translated the names of non-American ships incorrectly. MHM determined 
the correct spellings of the ships and those corrections are reflected in the 
Finding Aid, not the poorly transliterated ship names. 

At the beginning of Log Book 26, in January 1889, USS Essex was anchored in 
Shanghai, China, under Commander Theodore Frelinghuysen Jewell. USS Essex was 
assigned to the US Asiatic Squadron. On January 1, the crew broke out the ship’s 
'homeward bound' pennant and Commander Jewell and his wardroom officers paid their 
respects to the Commander-in-Chief of the Asiatic Squadron Rear Admiral Ralph 
Chandler. Two days later, Essex signaled their sick report to American sloop Flagship 
USS Marion, and left Shanghai Harbor for the United States - to the cheers of the crews 
of the men-of-war moored nearby. With a pilot on board, Essex stood down the Yangtse 
River and once clear, the ship anchored and the whale boat transported the pilot to the 
nearby lightship; Essex was underway two hours later. Heading to the southwest for two 
days, the patent log propellor was lost overboard and the crew exchanged signals with 
a passing English steamer. On January 6, it was noted that the engine raced badly at 
times with no reason given and the ship was rolling easily. The next day, Essex 
anchored in Hong Kong Harbor; Commander Jewell and his officers exchanged visits 
with British gunboat HMS Merlin, French flagship Turene, Chinese cruiser Ping Yuen, 
armored cruiser Flagship HMS Imperieuse, and German gunboat Wolf. Essex took on 
coal in preparation to leave Hong Kong, and received official visits from the 
Commanding Officers of the men-of-war in harbor: four English, one German, one 
French, and one Chinese. Essex departed Hong Kong and the next day, checked the 
magazine and shell room flood cocks, along with the electrical batteries, and all were 
found in working order. 

On January 10, the crew repaired the foot of the jib and passed a number of junks 
sighted heading south. Two days later, a steamer was sighted and on January 13 at 11 
am, the crew adjusted the ship’s clock, setting it back 12 minutes for local time. The 
crew conducted target practice with a floating target and repaired the steam cutter. On 
January 15, three steamers were sighted, and the crew was busy cleaning the ship’s 
side, scrubbing off iron rust. Essex anchored in Singapore Harbor and the next day, the 
Sailmaker repaired the main topgallant sail. Commander Jewell received an official visit 
from an officer of the training brig HMS Wanderer; an Essex officer was sent to return 
the courtesy. While at anchor, Essex took on coal for the next leg of her trip back to the 
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US. On January 17, Essex left Singapore Harbor and for the next six days, she passed 
two steamers, went through the Malacca Straits, and had boiler issues. The Engineering 
Gang hauled fires in boilers #5 and #7 to repair a leak and later re-connected boilers #5 
and #7, but then hauled their fires again to repair another leak. This routine was 
repeated a day later and again in an additional two days later. The Sailmaker’s Mate 
engaged in making hammocks and fitted new straps on the upper blocks of the topsail 
halliards. On January 23, the crew spotted an unusual number of flying fish and 
exercised at the great guns. The next day, a whale was sighted, and the watch was 
instructed on maritime signals. 

Taking soundings as the ship approached Ceylon (Sri Lanka), Essex exchanged colors 
with the English steamer Lowland and conducted drills in divisions, pistols, rifles, 
bayonets, and great guns. On January 25, Essex moored in Colombo, Ceylon and an 
officer was sent to the US Consul to offer the usual courtesies - and the crew broke out 
the ‘Homeward Bound’ pennant. The US Vice-Consul visited the ship and she was re-
provisioned and coaled. Liberty parties were sent ashore, inspections were conducted 
of the ship and of the crew at quarters, and work crews cleaned the fire and engine 
room bilges. And as it appeared in the log book, ‘A party of American baseball tourists 
visited the ship’. In actuality, Essex became part of the ‘Famous Around the World Tour 
of American Baseball Teams’; the crew enthusiastically watched baseball and set the 
ship’s boats to transfer the players to Essex for a tour. When the ship carrying the 
baseball players passed Essex, leaving Colombo, her crew ‘manned the yards’ in 
salute.* On January 29, Essex left Colombo Harbor and passed several steamers. The 
next day, she hauled fires under boilers #1 and #3 boilers on account of a leak and 
started fires under boilers #6 and #8. 

For the first week of February, Essex headed westward across the Arabian Sea. On 
February 4, the ship passed through several large schools of phosphorescent jelly fish; 
the crew tested the flood cocks and inspected the gun cotton. Over the next few days, 
Essex exchanged colors with an English barque, connected boilers #1 and #3, and 
headed up the Gulf of Aden. The crew conducted signals class and fire drills, lost one 
pair of common binoculars overboard, and on February 9, the ship passed three 
eastbound steamers and anchored in Aden Harbor. For the next three days, courtesy 
visits were exchanged between Essex and officers of sloop HMS Osprey, French 
corvette Saone, the US Consul, and an English Army officer acting as the 
representative of the Commanding General of Aden. The ship was coaled and 
provisions were taken onboard, and a crewman was brought back to Essex and put in 
irons, having sneaked ashore to get drunk and taken into custody by local police. A 
French man-of-war and the Italian cruiser Dogali entered the harbor and anchored; 
pleasantries were exchanged. Also, the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation 
Company mail steamer Khedive anchored in the harbor. 

On February 12, Essex departed Aden, headed west, and passed two eastbound 
steamers. The next day, she passed through the ‘small strait’ of Bab-el-Mendeh, passed 
several steamers, and stood up the Red Sea. Over the next week, Essex passed 12 
steamers heading south and exchanged colors with an English steamer, a P&O mail 
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steamer, and a northbound French steamer. Along the way, the crew shifted some 
armaments and consumed all the coal stored on deck. On February 19, Essex stood 
into the Gulf of Suez and into the next day, she sighted six southbound steamers and 
one northbound steamer. The ship anchored at the entrance to the Suez Canal, took a 
health officer on board, and Essex was directed into a quarantine berth for 24 hours; for 
an unknown reason, the bills of health from ports visited by the ship were not on board. 

On February 21, the Engineers Gang hauled fires in boilers #5 and #7 due to a leak in 
#5 and the crew drilled in divisions at stations and at single sticks. The ship received an 
official visit from the US Commercial Agent to the Port of Suez and Lt. Wainwright, along 
with and four naval cadets left Essex for five days. The next day, the crew dressed the 
ship for George Washington's birthday and received a visit from an officer from the 
English iron troopship HMS Euphrates; the visit was reciprocated. A local diver from the 
shore was hired to repair the main injection valve outside ship, while the crew painted 
the outer hull. 

On February 23, an Essex officer was sent to the Egyptian lighthouse tender A’Ida to 
offer thanks for the courtesy of joining Essex in dressing in commemoration of 
Washington’s birthday. While making preparations to enter the Suez Canal, an Italian 
gunboat entered the channel and continued through, while engineers hauled fires in 
boilers #5 and #7 due to a leak in #5. Essex entered the canal with a Canal Company 
pilot at the conn on February 25. Along the way, she tied up at two canal stations to 
allow steamers to pass and entered the Great Bitter Lake. Essex moored for the night in 
the Great Bitter Lake and at sunset displayed lights as required by Canal regulations. 
During the night watch, the crew tended the ship’s mooring lines as a steamer passed. 

After being passed by four steamers - one being the P&O steamer Rosetta, Essex got 
underway and in line, only stopping to change pilots at Lake Timsali (Timsah). Once 
there, Lt. Wainwright and the naval cadets returned from their leave, caught up with 
Essex. Again underway, Essex anchored at Port Said during the afternoon watch of 
February 26. The ship received visits from the US Consul, and Egyptian, Italian, and 
English gunboats, as well as the French battleship Vauban. The next day Commander 
Jewell made official visits to the Italian, English, French and Egyptian ships, while the 
Commanders of the Italian steel gunboat Andrea Provana and Egyptian coastal gunboat 
Saria visited Essex. The ship took on coal and on February 28 left Port Said heading to 
the northwest. She passed two steamers and then took in all her sails due to a sudden 
wind shift. 

On March 1, 1889, Essex continued heading northwest in the Mediterranean Sea, and 
sighted one westbound steamer. While underway the next day, the Marines drilled with 
bayonets and skirmishes. The Engineering Gang stopped the engine to tighten up the 
crosshead bolts of high pressure cylinder and sighted a steamer bound for the 
northeast. On March 3, Essex passed two more eastbound steamers and sighted the 
Island of Crete off the starboard side of the vessel. Later that day, the crew spotted 
Gavdos Island Light off the southwest shore of Crete. While underway, the crew tested 
the flood cocks, electrical connections, and inspected the gun cotton. Over the next 

USS ESSEX LOG BOOK 26 !5



three days, Essex continued through the Mediterranean Sea, sighting three eastbound 
steamers and she anchored at buoy No. 4 in Valletta Harbor, Malta. Essex exchanged 
official visits and pleasantries with the officer representing the British Rear-Admiral 
commanding the Malta Dockyard, from the US Consul, and the English ironclad 
battleship HMS Benbow. 

On March 8 Commanding Officer of torpedo gunboat HMS Landrail visited the ship and 
HMS Benbow and an English troopship left the harbor. Over the next few days, Essex 
issued rewards for the return of AWOL crewmen, HMS Landrail went to sea, battleship 
HMS Edinburgh left drydock, and Essex was underway on March 12. Heading 
northwest toward Gibraltar, the ship sighted nine steamers, exchanged signals with an 
English yacht and colors with a Norwegian steamer, and the crew fixed the jib. On 
March 18, Essex anchored in Gibraltar Harbor was visited by ironclad HMS Iron Duke  
before she left harbor. What at anchor, the Essex crew prepared the sheet anchor and 
insured it was ready for dropping if the need arose. Over the next five days, visits and 
courtesies were exchanged between Essex and ironclad HMS Monarch, ironclad frigate 
HMS Agincourt, the Commanding Officer of the dockyard, ironclad battleship HMS 
Northumberland, and protected cruiser HMS Severn. A steam yacht, flying the English 
reserve flag, came into the harbor and anchored. Commander Jewell visited with the 
Governor of Gibraltar, Vice Admiral Baird of the Royal Navy (commanding the Channel 
Squadron), and a mail steamer anchored and fired a gun to inform the port of her 
presence. The ship was provisioned and took on coal prior leaving Gibraltar on March 
23, passing through the Strait of Gibraltar heading southwest toward the Madeira.  

During the three day passage, Essex sighted two steamers and she anchored at 
Funchal, Madeira on March 26. Essex took on provisions and coal; during the coaling 
process both torpedo spars were carried away by the coal barge. Visits were 
exchanged between Essex and the US Consul to Funchal and the English corvette 
HMS Ruby. British Union Mail steamer Moor and an American yacht entered the harbor. 
On March 28, Essex left Madeira and proceeded into the Atlantic Ocean under both sail 
and steam. Small arms target practice was conducted with a towed floating target and 
the towrope broke. The ship stopped and sent the whale boat to retrieve target. Later, 
Essex stopped once again, this time for 28 minutes, so the Marines could fire at a 
target. 

For the month of April 1889, USS Essex headed toward New York under steam and sail. 
On April 3, the port fore royal sheet was carried away and repairs were made, the bilge 
pumps were turned on and the ship was pumped, and the fore top gallant sheet was 
carried away from chafing and repairs were made. The next day, Essex passed a large 
quantity of 'gulfweed’ (sargassum), a form of brown seaweed. On April 9, the screw 
painted the smokestack and trim; two days later, they cleared the propellor of patent log 
of fouling. On April 12, the crew observed unusually large quantities of seaweed - 
possibly gulfweed. Also on that day, Essex stopped steaming using boilers #5 and #7 
due to leak in #5. Later, she stopped steaming using boilers #6 and #8. At that point, the 
Engineering Gang uncoupled the propellor and continued under sail alone. 
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The next day, the crew fired up the boilers and engine again and swung the ship for 
possible compass deviation and adjustment. Once again the crew hauled fires in boilers 
#1 and #3 due to a leak in #3. For the next 10 days, the crew conducted exercises that  
included shifting the #1 gun to midships port, the mean sighted and passed within 100 
yards of a large drift log covered in barnacles, and a discrepancy was noted in the 
patent log that was found to be caused by its propeller being fouled by seaweed. Along 
the way, Essex sighted a barkentine heading northeast, an English steamer heading 
south, a barque and a steamer heading southeast, and she exchanged colors with an 
American barkentine. Observations made by the crew, when nearing the East Coast of 
the United States, were great fluctuations in surface temperatures of the water - the 
time and water temperature variations were written in the log. On April 23, the crew 
casted lead with the sounding machine to check water depths and later that day, Essex 
anchored in lower New York Bay. The next day, the ship up-anchored and proceeded up 
New York Bay and slowed down to take the health officer on board, and entered the 
North River (southern part of the Hudson River). Essex exchanged signals with frigate 
USS Minnesota and gunboat USS Yantic; she anchored just ahead of Yantic off of 28th 
Street in Manhattan. Commander Jewell paid an official visit to USS Minnesota and the 
Commandant of US Naval Yard, Captain Francis M. Ramsay, while the crew continued 
to paint the ship. 

On April 25, the ship transferred court martial prisoners to US Reserve Ship Vermont 
and eight crewmen were transferred to the US Naval Hospital in Brooklyn. The 
Commanding Officer of Yantic paid an official visit to Essex and Commander Jewell 
returned the courtesy. Two naval cadets left the ship for the US Naval Academy in 
Annapolis, MD, and protected cruiser USS Boston steamed past. The next day, food 
stores comprised of fresh meat, vegetables, and bread received in the Paymaster 
Department were disbursed to the crew. Infantry drills were conducted ashore, it was 
determined that men had already been found AWOL, and the Commanding Office of 
USS Minnesota visited on board. Signals were exchanged with Minnesota and a liberty 
party went ashore. On April 27, Essex received ammunition and one 12-pound howitzer 
with equipment from the Brooklyn Ordnance Department; while hoisting the weapon on 
board, the howitzer lock was lost overboard. One man was transferred to the Marine 
barracks at the Navy Yard in Brooklyn. On crewman was placed on bread and water for 
two days for letting go of a boat fall and dropping his shipmate overboard. The next day, 
the ship got underway and stood downriver and came to anchor. She exchanged 
signals with USS Minnesota, USS Boston, sloop-of-war USS Kearsarge, gunboat USS 
Yorktown, sloop-of-war USS Juniata, and USS Yantic - bearings were taken of the 
Statue of Liberty and the Ellis Island flagstaff. Then protected cruisers USS Chicago and 
USS Atlanta moved in and anchored, exchanging signals. Yorktown, Yantic, and 
Kearsarge shifted their berths and Chicago sent a signal in Morse Code. All of the Navy 
ships anchored in echelon and the Essex crew fitted life lines in preparation for 
‘manning the yards’. 

On April 29, the crew dressed the ship in rainbow fashion with the national ensign at the 
mast head; all the ships fired 21-gun salutes. With signals from Brooklyn and then 
Chicago, the Essex crew ‘manned her yards’ - in a high wind - with the other US Navy 
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ships to salute the President of the United States Benjamin Harrison. All the ships again 
fired 21-gun salutes for the President as he passed the column of vessels in the 
dispatch boat USS Despatch; Marine Reserve ships joined the Navy ships in the line. 
After the formation, Chicago signaled and Essex steamed up the North River with the 
other vessels  - in column - and anchored. In the afternoon, Essex up anchored, went 
down the North River. The ship traveled around the Battery and in preparation to pass 
under the Brooklyn Bridge, the topgallant yards and masts were sent down. Essex went 
up the East River, under the bridge, and the top gallant yards and masts were sent up. 
Essex went to the Brooklyn Navy Yard in Wallabout Bay and anchored. She later 
moored to the ordnance dock and Commander Jewell reported to the Commandant of 
the Navy Yard. On April 30, Essex sent two infantry companies and one Marine 
company to join the ‘naval brigade’. At noon, USS Brooklyn fired a ‘national salute’ and 
the companies that participated in the city of New York military parade in celebration of 
the "Washington Centennial”. In the evening, a liberty party went into the city. 

On May 1, the ship received fresh food stores of fresh beef and vegetables in the 
Paymaster Department for use of the crew. Essex once again lowered the topgallant 
yards and masts, stood down the East River, passed under the Brooklyn Bridge, and 
sent up the masts and yards. She entered Upper New York Bay and anchored off Ellis 
Island to fire a one-gun and then a 21-gun salute. USS Chicago approached, 
exchanged signals, and anchored. The next day, Chicago was towed by a tug to Navy 
Yard while Essex conducted exercises in Upper New York Bay. Commander Jewell 
called away all boats and equipped them for distant service and mustered the crew at 
stations and all hands for abandoning ship. The high pressure stuffing box in the steam 
cutter broke down; she was laid up for repairs. 

On May 3, the Board of Inspection under Rear Admiral Jouett, with his flag flying at 
Essex’s mizzen, came aboard for an inspection. The ship was ‘cleared for action’ and 
the crew worked at general quarters drills, exercised the gun divisions, Marines, and 
assembled the battalion. All the boats were called away, the crew went to fire quarters, 
provisioned and watered the boats, and abandoned ship. Extensive sail drills were 
conducted and the Board of Inspection and the Admiral left, with his pennant hauled 
down. The Engineering Gang hauled fires in boilers #5 and #7 due to a leak. The next 
day, the crew loaded all the ship’s ammunition - loaded shell, powder, gun cotton, 
signals, and all other explosives from the Ordnance and Navigation Departments - onto 
a lighter for transfer under tow of Essex’s boats to the Ellis Island magazine. The crew 
sent down the topgallant yards and masts, and under tow of the Navy Yard tug, she was 
moored to the Yard coal dock. Over the next five days, two crewmen were transferred to 
the Naval Hospital and Essex was stripped. Stores were sent to the Navy Yard 
storehouses, the coal bunkers were cleared, the anchors were landed, and the boats 
were sent off to the boathouse. In the process, the steam cutter was dropped upside 
down and a hole knocked in the port bilge by a dock piling guard. The smoke pipe, 
whistle, and spare bolts were all lost overboard. The Yard tug moved Essex to berth at 
ordnance dock and later shifted to the upper cob dock. On May 11, Captain J.S. Miller, 
Captain of the Yard, inspected the ship and relieved Commander Jewell of the charge of 
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the USS Essex. The crew was paid and discharged; the Commander and his officers 
left the ship in charge of the Navy Yard watchman at 3:30 pm. The log was then closed. 

*Essex and her crew are mentioned in an 1889 book that chronicled the baseball tour; a photograph of 
the crew ‘manning the yards’ is included in the publication. 
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USS Essex 
The crew of USS 
Essex ‘manning 

the yards’ in 
Colombo, Ceylon, 
during the ‘Around 
the World Tour of 

American Baseball 
Teams’.






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































